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Memphis Redbirds
announce strategic
front office moves

Mike Voutsinas
MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis
Redbirds announced Friday a
pair of personnel moves to bolster the Front Office as the 2017
season approaches.
Mike Voutsinas, a 16-year veteran of professional baseball and
the New York-Penn League
Executive of the Year in 2016,
has joined the Redbirds as
Senior Director, Corporate Sales

and Marketing. Voutsinas spent
the past three seasons as the
General Manager for the SingleA Auburn Doubledays, where he
helped the Doubledays receive
the Community and Baseball
Service Award.
Through his leadership, the
Doubledays increased attendance by 23 percent and tripled
advertising revenue.
“I was fortunate enough to witness first-hand Mike's work
ethic and the admiration of his
peers in the NY-Penn League,
and I am thrilled to welcome
him to the Redbirds family,”
Redbirds Principal Owner Peter
Freund said.
“I am very excited to join the
Memphis Redbirds, an organization with a rich history, outstanding ownership, and a bright
future,” Voutsinas said. “I cannot wait to start working with
the staff as we prepare for
Opening Day and the 2017 sea-
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Grizzlies’ Zach Randolph receives
NBA Cares Community Assist Award

Presented by Kaiser Permanente
NBA and Kaiser Permanente to
Donate $10,000 to the Memphis
Grizzlies Foundation
Memphis, Tenn. – Memphis
Grizzlies
forward
Zach
Randolph has received the
January NBA Cares Community
Assist Award presented by
Kaiser Permanente in recogni-

tion of his continuous efforts to
help those in need throughout
the Memphis community, the
NBA announced today. The
award recognizes an NBA player each month who best reflects
the passion that the league and
its players share for giving back
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Study reveals that NFL
Mexico game generated
US $45 mil & PR bonus
A study completed by the
Sports Industry group of EY
determined that the NFL’s game
in Mexico City and related
events produced an incremental
increase in the city’s Gross
Domestic Product of US$45
million (MXN 923 million),
supporting 2,840 jobs in the city.
The Oakland Raiders hosted the
Houston Texans at Estadio
Azteca in Mexico City on
November 21, 2016, before a
crowd of 76,473 in the first-ever
Monday Night Football game
played outside of the United
States.
The EY study brings together
evidence from a range of
sources, including the NFL’s
post-event surveys of fans who

The EY study brings
together evidence from a
range of sources, including the NFL’s post-event
surveys of fans who
attended the game and
wider economic data on
Mexico’s economy.
attended the game and wider
economic data on Mexico’s
economy.
The sellout crowd included
9,500 international visitors
mainly from the United States
and 21,500 visitors who travelled from elsewhere in Mexico.
On average, each international
visitor spent more than 5 days in
Mexico. Total domestic and

international tourist spending
was US$43 million (MXN 880
million), of which US$32 million (MXN 659 million) was
incremental to the Mexico City
economy.
The feedback from visitors to
Mexico was overwhelmingly
positive with 72% of international visitors stating that they
were now more likely to return
to Mexico and 90% stating that
they would recommend a visit to
family and friends.
Mark
Gregory,
Chief
Economist, EY UK&I commented “EY’s research demonstrates the value to Mexico City
from hosting the NFL game
between the Oakland Raiders

and one walk. He was dominant
through the first six innings,
allowing just two base runners
and retiring 15 straight through
the middle innings.
The only trouble Alexander
faced all day was in the seventh,
when the bases were loaded with
two outs. Alexander got out of
the seventh-inning jam with a
strikeout, the ninth of his day to
set a new career high for the
Tipton-Rosemark
Academy

product.
Alexander is the second Tigers
pitcher to be named to the weekly honor roll after Drew Crosby
received the same recognition
last week.
The Tigers will be back home
for the weekend to host Georgia
Southern Friday at 6:30 p.m.,
Saturday at 2 p.m. and Sunday at
1 p.m.

Military focus: Honoring the men and women of Armed Forces

Report: National Coalition of Black Veterans tours Smithsonian
National Museum of African American History and Culture;
Wants General Colin Powell’s uniform removed from display
By Charles Blatcher, III
Chairman, the National
Coalition of Black Veteran
Organizations
Special to
The Mid-South Tribune
and the
Black Information Highway
On February 20th, representatives of the National Coalition of

Black Veteran Organization conducted a review of the National
Museum of African American
History
and
Culture
in
Washington DC. The review

Opinion
was the result of members of the
Coalition Organizations voicing
concern about how the Military
History has been depicted in the

collection. The Coalition made
a request to meet with the
Curator of the military history
collection to provide explanation of the storyline of the dispersed presentation. The institution did not acknowledge our
request. Instead, the group conducted the tour without the benefits of any staff to guide us
through the massive facility.

The review team was composed
of
representatives:
Michael Theard, President,
Buffalo Soldiers 9th and 10th
Horse
Cavalry;
Howard
Jackson, Chairman, National
Minority Military Museum
Foundation; Artis Copeland –
President , USCG National
Association of Former Stewards
and Steward Mates; Dr. AV
Hankins, President, – ACE
Museum ; Hardwick Crawford –
Buffalo Soldiers 9th and 10th
Horse Cavalry; MZO Bradley,
Honorary Counsel of Sierra
Lorne and West Africa, Georgia
Eaves- Commander - DAV
Dorie Miller Post ; Donald
Christiansen - The Triple Nickle
Paratroopers; Reverend Rodney

Bennett - Maysville, Kentucky
Cabin Committee, and Reverend
John E. Reese, Jr. – Kentucky
and myself. We were given
access at 3: o’clock pm and the
facility closed at 5:30 pm not
allowing much time for the
review.
As a member of preliminary
planning team for the museum
in 2004, under the Department
of Interior, this was my first
opportunity to view the finished
facility. My opinion of the museum as it stands, is mixed. The
physical appearance of the facility is striking. The architectural
splendor was amplified by the
sunlight dancing off of the
bronze medal tapestry that
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U.S.7th Fleet sailor
upholds the Navy’s
150-year old legacy
By Toriana Gaither,
7th Fleet Public Affairs
The U.S. Navy's rich history and
heritage is highlighted through
monuments, celebrations of battles and the stories of brave men
and women. The Navy's cultural
and ethnic diversity gives its
Sailors additional opportunities
to celebrate their history, and
knowing the accomplishments
of their predecessors, who laid
the ground work for their future
success, is a source of great
pride for many.
One Sailor’s quest for knowledge regarding his family lineage led to the surprising discovery of a military history dating
back to the 1800’s.
Lt. Lerome Snaer, from Los

to coverage by
some of BIHMST
Sports
Correspondents

William M. Larsha, Jr.
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Connor Alexander named to AA
Conference Weekly Honor Roll
MEMPHIS, TN – Memphis junior
right-hander
Connor
Alexander has been named to
the
American
Athletic
Conference Weekly Honor Roll
after his bounce-back performance against Illinois State
Sunday at FedExPark.
Alexander was brilliant in leading the Tigers to finish off the
sweep of the Redbirds, striking
out a career high nine batters
while allowing just three hits

Travelers, detour

Angeles and assigned to
Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet,
traced his family history back to
the American Civil War with the
help of a book called “We Are
Who We Say We Are” by Mary
Frances Berry. The book details
the trials and tribulations that
Maj. Louis Antoine Snaer, one
of the nation’s first black commissioned officers, experienced
as part of the Union Army.
“My family military history
begins with 19 year old Louis
Antoine Snaer who joined the
First Regiment, Company B in
the Union Army’s 1st Louisiana
Native
Guard
as
a
Commissioned
Officer
(Lieutenant). In 1864, this regi-
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Ashley Braun
Travelers, join correspondents William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway at
www.blackinformation
highway . c o m
Welcome, Travelers!

Book Focus

“Unwinding Madness” by
Gerald Gurney, Donna A.
Lopiano,
and
Andrew
Zimbalist from Brookings
Institution Press.
Read this one before March
Madness brings on a level of
enthusiastic
insanity.
"Unwinding Madness" provides a comprehensive examination of how the NCAA lost
its way in the governance of
intercollegiate athletics—and
why it's time for it to be
replaced. Visit Brookings at
www.brookings.edu or call
202-797-6000

Learn how the French incorporated colonialist Africans on the
battlefront during World War I.
“With A Weapon and A Grin” is
from Schiffer Publishing, Ltd.
See full article on sports page 4

