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Black History in Sports: Memories recounted from the 25th
Anniversary, a breakthrough milestone for SHC

Southern Heritage Classic is
major force in HBCU sports
in the Mid-South and nation
Editor’s
Note: The
Southern Heritage Classic
will celebrate its 28th
Annual game and events
leading up to the historic
Tennessee State vs. Jackson
State match-up. The SHC
event begins September 7-9.
Kickoff is Saturday, Sept.
9, 6:00 p.m. at the Liberty
Bowl Stadium in Memphis,
TN. For more information,
visit
www.southernheritageclassic.com . Below is
an article which recalls the
25th anniversary of SHC.
***
By Cecelia Payne Wright*
MEMPHIS, TN - Each year, the
Southern Heritage Classic presented by FedEx is one of the
country’s most anticipated

Before the Southern
Heritage Classic started, the
two teams certainly weren’t
strangers. When they faced
each other on the field, their
Jackson and Nashville hometowns often were alternate
locations. Students, alumni,
faculty and fans from both
colleges attended the games.
However, when the football
teams played on each other’s
turfs, it was difficult to get
people to come all the way
from Jackson, MS to
Nashville, TN or to travel
from Nashville to Jackson.
HBCU (Historically Black
Colleges and Universities) football classics. Since 1990, thou-

sands of fans have gathered at
the Liberty Bowl Memorial
Stadium in Memphis to see
long-time rival football teams at
Jackson State University and
Tennessee State University battle for bragging rights and for
the victory.
Before the Southern Heritage
Classic started, the two teams
certainly weren’t strangers.
When they faced each other on
the field, their Jackson and
Nashville hometowns often
were
alternate
locations.
Students, alumni, faculty and
fans from both colleges attended
the games. However, when the
football teams played on each
other’s turfs, it was difficult to
get people to come all the way
from Jackson, MS to Nashville,
TN or to travel from Nashville
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NFL statement on Hurricane Harvey
The NFL recently released the
following statement:
“The NFL Foundation will
match Mr. McNair [owner of the
Houston Texans] and the
Houston Texans' $1 million contribution to the United Way
Relief Fund to address the
immediate needs of those
impacted by Hurricane Harvey.

The total $2 million contribution
will support first response
efforts by the American Red
Cross, Salvation Army and the
United Way of Greater Houston.
Our thoughts are with the
Houston community during this
difficult time and we encourage
fans to text HARVEY to 90999
to donate $10 to American Red
Cross Hurricane Harvey relief.”

The NFL also announced on
Monday, August 28 that it was
moving the Dallas CowboysHouston Texans preseason game
to the AT&T Stadium in
Arlington. The NFL also stated
that NFL and Texans will “continue to monitor the situation in
Houston and adjust the team’s
plans as necessary.”

The Memphis Hustle and
Renasant Bank announce
multi-yr. partnership deal
MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis
Hustle and Renasant Bank
announced on August 28 a new
multi-year partnership, making
Renasant Bank the official bank
of the Memphis Hustle.
Renasant joins other Hustle
founding partners The CocaCola Company, Tanger Outlets,
and The Guest House at
Graceland.
“As we prepared to launch the
Memphis Hustle, Renasant
Bank immediately stepped up to
showcase their support of the
team and its fan base. Both the
Hustle and Renasant have a deep
commitment to providing a bestin-class customer service experience to the entire mid-South

region,” said Jason Wexler,
Grizzlies president of Business
Operations. “Renasant has
already shown a commitment to
strength, innovation and community involvement which is
authentic to the Hustle’s extension of grit and grind culture.”
A core focus of the partnership
will be supporting Renasant
Bank’s community efforts in
financial literacy for youth. This
will culminate at a Hustle game,
presented by Renasant, with
programming featuring the
financial literacy theme. In addition, Hustle players and coaches
will make appearances at
Renasant financial literacy

to coverage by
some of BIHMST
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FedEx Rockin’ Ride to
Oxford to raise funds
for multiple sclerosis
MEMPHIS, TN — More than
300 cyclists are expected to raise
over $300,000 to help people
affected by MS at Bike MS:
FedEx Rockin’ Ride to Oxford,
a 2 day, up to 180-mile journey
with multiple route options. The
ride takes place on September
23 – 24 beginning just outside of
Collierville and overnighting in
Oxford where cyclists will enjoy
their Day 1 finish at The Grove
in the heart of Ole Miss’ campus.
Bike MS, hosted by the
National Multiple Sclerosis

Travelers, detour

Society, attracts nearly 100,000
participants nationwide in more
than 80 rides. To date, Bike MS
cyclists, volunteers, sponsors
and donors have raised more
than $1 billion so people affected by MS can live their best
lives as we stop MS in its tracks,
restore what's been lost, and end
MS forever.For more information about multiple sclerosis and
the National MS Society go to
nationalMSsociety.org or call
800-344-4867.
Bike MS includes people living
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Ashley Braun
Travelers, join correspondents William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway at
www.blackinformation
highway . c o m
Welcome, Travelers!

