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U.S.7th Fleet sailor upholds Navy’s 150-yr. old legacy
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ment was renamed the 73rd
Regiment Infantry U.S. Colored
Troops,” said Lt Snaer of his
great-great (great) grandfather.
Maj. Snaer, who served in the
Siege of Port Hudson and the
Battle at Fort Blakeley, also
holds the distinction of being the
only black commissioned officer
to lead troops into battle on the
Fort
Blakely
battlefield.
However, he was the victim of
his own success on many occasions.
“Black slaves hated him because
he was a free Colored Creole
who could pass for white due to
his skin and eye color,”
explained Lt. Snaer. “White
Union soldiers hated him
because they believed that free
Colored Creole were “naturally
unfit for leadership” positions,
or to be commissioned officers.”
Maj. Snaer had to make difficult
choices, withholding his own
voice from participating in multiple black troop demonstrations
against their treatment by white
Union soldiers in order to maintain his commission as an offi-

ice,13 years as an Enlisted
Service member and seven years
as a Commissioned Officer,
along with the motivation to
continue on with his career in
the Navy.
Lt. Snaer said, “I have no intentions of retiring until I reach the
rank of Admiral. To my knowledge, I am the only Snaer serving on active duty and the second military officer in my family.”

Lt. Lerome Snaer, from Los Angeles and assigned to Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, traced
his family history back to the American Civil War with the help of a book called “We Are
Who We Say We Are” by Mary Frances Berry. (Photo/Courtesy of Navy Outreach)
cer. He believed that maintaining his ability to lead his men
was of the upmost importance.
While serving in the 7th Fleet,
Lt. Snaer has been given the
opportunity to uphold traditions
and defend democracy for
everyone regardless of their race
or culture. Maj. Snaer had to
endure malnourishment, lack of
shelter, clothing and physical
beatings while transiting with
the Union Army. Lt. Snaer, said
his situation is very different

“Black slaves hated him
because he was a free
Colored Creole who could
pass for white due to his skin
and eye color,” explained Lt.
Snaer. “White Union soldiers
hated him because they
believed that free Colored
Creole were “naturally unfit
for leadership” positions, or
to be commissioned officers.”

today, and he is using this
chance to give his family a voice
and promote their legacy.
“I feel the need to speak up for
the Snaer men and ensure the
Snaer family is recognized
throughout history and during
Black History celebrations, for
their generations of military
service for the United States of
America,” said Lt. Snaer.
His military family background
has given him the drive to complete 20 years of military serv-

Snaer’s aspirations for his family name doesn’t just stop with
him. When asked about the
future of upcoming generations,
he noted the idea of making a
second version of the book,
detailing their various regions
they call home.
Lt. Snaer also made a point to
acknowledge his hope of continuing their “notable service to our
fellow men as store keepers,
musicians, athletes, lawyers,
doctors, politicians, civil rights
activists, and service members.”

Report: National Coalition of Black Veterans tours Smithsonian
National Museum of African American History and Culture
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graces the top outer façade of
the building. The edifice without
question is gorgeous. The sight
was so impressive that I felt it
necessary to remind the group of
our mission. Our purpose was to
examine the facility’s content as
it relates to military history.
We ran out of time without
having the opportunity to visit
the third floor. Reading the flow
of the building, the basement
represents the pre-colonial
through Slavery time-period as
the foundation of the history.
The second floor Community
Gallery combined contemporary
and Military History. The top
floor in the Crown shaped structure is dedicated to Sports and
Entertainment. While those
things are important, are they the
crowning achievements of our
decades of struggle for freedom
and equality?
We began on the second floor
in the Community Gallery that
housed the main body of the
Military History. As we discussed what was, was not, or
misleading in the presentations,
we drew a crowd. People began
to ask us questions regarding the
history. Explanations were in
order. The pictures focused on
the “What” factors of the history. The legends explained the
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“Who and where.” The most
important factors of “Why” was
not so obvious.
We started with Crispus Attucks
identified in legend as the first
person killed in the “Boston
Massacre,” the event that
sparked the Revolutionary War.
Four other colonists died on
March 5, 1770, with Attucks.
They were Samuel Gray, Patrick
Carr, Samuel Maverick and
James Caldwell. If properly stated, Crisp Attucks was among the
first to fall. To explain the
importance of the event I share
the following verse:

Among the 1st to Fall ©
(1985)

By Charles Blatcher III
In the winter of 1770
The Colonial Days of old
And incident took place in
Boston
So, the history is told
The King of England ordered a
tax
Payable on products arriving
by sea
The proclamation outraged the
Colonist
So, they filled the harbor with
the tea

Grizzlies Zach gets NBA honor
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to their communities.
Kaiser Permanente and the
NBA are honoring Randolph for
his sustained generosity and
commitment to aiding kids and
families in need. During the
Grizzlies’ Martin Luther King Jr.
Day of Service, Randolph and
his teammates served lunch to
more than 200 homeless men
and women at the Memphis
Union Mission. Randolph also
made a personal donation to the
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mission that made socks, gloves,
hats and other clothing available
to those trying to keep warm this
winter. For the seventh time in
his career, Randolph donated
$20,000 to the MIFA Emergency
Services Plus-1 program. His
contribution goes towards completely eliminating the utility
bills of 200 Memphis-area
households who run the risk of
service interruptions during the
winter months.

On March the 5th cold winter’s
day
The Colonist gathered in the
town square
To formally voice their protest
That the taxes were unfair.
They were met by the British
Redcoats
And Fire was the order called
As the shots heard around the
world rang out
Crispus Attucks was among the
first to fall
Freedom and Justice became
the cry that day
Liberty was the call
After that in famous incident
They knew the crown must fall
The Revolution began that winter’s day
Yes, the Crown did fall
But the question that lingers in
many mind
Is, why did Attucks answer at
all?
For he was born in to slave
Yet in his quest to be free
He escaped the chains of
bondage
And took to life at sea
Slavery was the norm those
days
In the South the law of the land
And although chattel in the

South
In the North he was a free man
He worked the harbor of
Boston
Unloading products arriving by
sea
The Proclamation the King had
issued
Imposed on his Liberty
So when the word went out
About the meeting in the town
square
It was only natural
For Crispus Attucks to be there
He took his stand for freedom
Justice for us all
And, in the name of Liberty
He was among The First To
Fall .
One could ask, does our
Military History really matter?
YES! Our primary pursuit in
American History has been to
overcome persecution, in the
political, social and economic
arenas. One of the most significant contributions made to claim
our equal entitlement is through
our military service. The death
of Crispus Attucks and the four
other Colonists set the course for
this nation’s call for independence.
The original outcry for a

national museum came from
Black Veterans during World
War I.
Which caused one to wonder
how the subject of Military
History garnered such a small
footprint in this massive facility? Our military contributions
are the cornerstone of our claim
for Civil Rights in this nation. It
took eighty-six years before the
passage of legislation authorizing the development and construction of the National
Museum. The legislation was
submitted by Representatives
John Lewis (D-GA), JC Watts,
Jr., (R-OK), Sam Brownback,
(R-KS) and Senator Max
Cleland, (D- GA) in 2001. It was
approved in 2003 by then
President George W. Bush. As
the principal advocate calling
for a National Museum of
Minority Military History in
1978, I was invited to be a member of the Preliminary Planning
Team under the Department of
Interior. This recent visit to the
Museum was my first opportunity to tour the finished project.
As we strolled through the glossary of facts in the Community
Gallery, the Team questioned the
placement of the Military
History in the Community
Gallery. Our military history is
national in scope. The death of
Crispus Attucks was an influencing factor in Black participaAmerican
tion
in
the
Revolutionary War. Including
our histories in the War of 1812,
Civil War, the period of the
Buffalo Soldiers, the Spanish
American and World War I Eras,
with World War II and the
Korean and Vietnam Conflicts
the history exceed the three
thousand square feet allocated in
the existing presentation.
Foremost, our Military History
is too important for a glossary
presentation. Now that the
Museum has demonstrated its
inability to handle the subject in
its confined space, we once
again call for a National
Museum of Minority Military
History. A presentation on the
Buffalo Soldiers alone could
acquire three thousand square
feet. The history of Colonel
Charles Young a (notable history) could take up a sizable portion of that space. There should
be a display of the 369th, 370th,
371st and 372nd Infantry
Regiments of World War I. The
regiments distinguished themselves fighting under the com-
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Now - Mar. 5: World Fishing &
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Greenville, MS www.crappiemasters.net
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