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NAACP requests meeting with Roger Goodell to
discuss Colin Kaepernick and First Amendment
BALTIMORE (August 23,
2017) – In a letter mailed on
August 23rd, the nation’s oldest
civil rights organization is
requesting a meeting with NFL
Commissioner Roger Goodell to
discuss the issue of First
Amendment rights and free
speech issues surrounding players, including former San
Francisco 49er’s quarterback,
Colin Kaepernick.
In a letter sent to NFL
Commissioner Roger Goodell,
NAACP interim President and
CEO Derrick Johnson, said:
“Last season, Mr. Kaepernick
chose to exercise his first
amendment right by protesting
the inequitable treatment of people of color in America. By quietly taking a knee during the
national anthem, he was able to
shine a light on the many injustices faced by people of color,
particularly the issue of police
misconduct toward communities
of color. As outlined in your
office’s public statement, this act
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of dissent is well within the
National Football League’s stated bylaws. Yet, as the NFL season quickly approaches, Mr.
Kaepernick has spent an

unprecedented amount of time
as a free agent, and it is becoming increasingly apparent that
this is no sheer coincidence. No
player should be victimized and
discriminated against because of
his exercise of free speech – to
do so is in violation of his rights
under the Constitution and the
NFL’s own regulations.” For a
full copy of the letter click here:
The NAACP’s regional branches including the New York and
Connecticut State Conferences,
the Providence Youth Council
and the St. John’s University
College Chapter will also participate in the New York Citybased “United We Stand” rally
in support of Colin Kaepernick’s
right to free speech, which will
take place on August 23, 2017 at
5:00pm in front of the NFL
Headquarters at 345 Park
Avenue, New York, NY. New
York
State
Conference
President, Dr. Hazel Dukes, and
National Youth and College
Coordinator, Anthony Davis,

will speak at the rally.
“This issue of athletes using
their right to free speech to take
a stand on issues has always
been an important one in our
community,” said NAACP State
President Hazel Dukes. “Right
now, the action of the league
seems to imply to young black
men that this league, which is
comprised of 70% African
Americans, only values Black
lives if they are wearing a football uniform.”
Organized by a coalition of civil
rights, faith-based and civic
organizations including The
Justice League NYC, The
People’s Consortium for Human
and Civil Rights, Rainbow
PUSH
Coalition,
Tamika
Mallory and Symone Sanders,
the rally will draw attention to
the quarterback’s current situation: Although the NFL is wellinto the pre-season, Kaepernick
remains a free agent, unsigned
by any of the 32 teams in the
league.

“The purpose of this rally
extends much further than Mr.
Kaepernick getting a job this
season,” said Anthony Davis,
Coordinator for NAACP Youth
& College Division. “The decision of NFL owners to abstain
from signing Mr. Kaepernick for
no reason other than his protests
of police brutality against black
and brown bodies in America
sends a menacing message to
other professional athletes that
in order to retain their jobs they
must stay silent on issues that
matter the most to them.”
ABOUT THE NAACP
Founded in 1909, the NAACP
is the nation’s oldest and largest
nonpartisan civil rights organization. Its members throughout
the United States and the world
are the premier advocates for
civil rights in their communities.
You can read more about the
NAACP’s work and our six
“Game Changer” issue areas by
visiting NAACP.org.
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Events schedule for 28th Annual Southern
Heritage Classic presented by FedEx
from sports page 1
4919 or online at www.cityofmemphisyouth.org.
Free admission.
Classic Coaches Luncheon
Noon., Sheraton Memphis
Downtown/Heritage Ballroom.
A Classic salute to TSU head
football coach Rod Reed and
JSU head football coach Tony
Hughes. Invitation only.
Classic Music Festival 8 p.m.,
Landers Center. Enjoy Classic
performances by Fantasia and
Kenny “Babyface” Edmonds
with Jammin Jay Lamont.
Tickets: $125, $95, $85, and
$55. On sale June 9, 2017 at

Ticketmaster outlets, Landers
Center Box Office or online at
To
www.ticketmaster.com.
charge by phone, call 1-800745-3000.
Saturday, September 9
Classic Tailgate 8 a.m., Liberty
Bowl Memorial Stadium parking lot and Tobey Park. Friends,
Football and Food. Premium
Tiger Lane, RV and tailgating
packages available. On sale June
9, 2017 at Ticketmaster outlets
or
online
at
www.ticketmaster.com.
To charge by phone, call 1-800-

Redbirds playoff
single tickets now
on sale for fans
MEMPHIS, TN Single-game
tickets for the Memphis
Redbirds’ playoff games at
AutoZone Park are now on sale
starting at just $9, and fans can
purchase specialty tickets that
include a favorite promotional
item or an all-you-can-eat buffet.
The first round of the playoffs
will be played at AutoZone Park
on Wednesday, Sept. 6 and
Thursday, Sept. 7. If the
Redbirds win, they would host
championship round games on
Tuesday,
Sept.
12
and
Wednesday, Sept. 13. The first
5,000 fans at the first round
games will receive a new-logo
Redbirds hat, and there will be
$2 beers throughout the playoffs. All games start at 7:05
p.m., with gates opening at 6:00.
For the first round games on the
6th and 7th, fans can purchase a
$20 Dugout specialty ticket that
includes one of eight fanfavorite promotional items (chosen at the time of purchase and
picked up on the day of the
game):
-Retro
Stubby
Clapp
Bobblehead
- St. Louis Cardinals Final Out
Dual Bobblehead
- Stephen Piscotty Bobblehead
- 2006 Cardinals World Series
Trophy

- 1946 Cardinals World Series
Ring
- Stubby Clapp Half-and-Half
Replica Jersey
-Redbirds
New-Logo
Performance T-Shirt
- Redbirds Record Sleeve
For all four potential home playoff games, fans can purchase a
$17 Field Box, $20 Dugout, or
$24 Club Level specialty ticket
that includes access to an allyou-can-eat buffet running from
when gates open at 6:00 until
8:00 (the price of the all-youcan-eat buffet rises by $4 on the
day of the game):
-Wednesday, Sept. 6: burgers
and hot dogs
- Thursday, Sept. 7: wings and
hot dogs
-Tuesday, Sept. 12: burgers and
hot dogs
-Wednesday, Sept. 13: tacos and
hot dogs
Playoff tickets can be purchased at www.memphisredbirds.com/playoffs, over the
phone at (901) 721-6000, and at
the AutoZone Park Box Office.
For games that may not be
played (Sept. 12 and Sept. 13),
fans will be able to use their
ticket as a voucher for any 2018
regular-season game, excluding

Please see sports page 3

745-3000. For more information, call (901) 729-4344.
Classic/NIKE Kids 3K 8 a.m.,
National
Civil
Rights
Museum. Run/Walk for ages 614.
Classic Parade 9 a.m.,
Presented by the Orange Mound
Parade Committee as a salute to
the Southern Heritage Classic.
The parade route is along Park
Avenue from Haynes to Airways
featuring area high school
marching bands.
For information, contact
Claudette Boyd at (901) 4137109 or online at www.orangemound.vze.com.

Classic Fashions & Brunch 11
a.m., Guest House at Graceland,
3600 Elvis Presley Blvd.
“Rockin’ & Rollin’ On The
Runway” presented by the
National Coalition of 100 Black
Women-Memphis Chapter.
Tickets: $50. For tickets and
information, contact Tammie
Miller at (901) 413-8515
Southern Heritage Classic
Football Game 6 p.m., Liberty
Bowl Memorial Stadium. A
great football rivalry featuring
TENNESSEE STATE and
JACKSON STATE. Tickets:
$53, $38 and $23. On sale June
9, 2017 at Ticketmaster outlets

Watch for upcoming
F.Y.H. = For. Your. Health
Special Edition

or
online
at
www.ticketmaster.com.
To charge by phone, call 1-800745-3000.
AutoZone Halftime Show
featuring TSU’s Aristocrat of
Bands and JSU’s Sonic Boom
of the South Classic 5th
Quarter
A grand finale for the Southern
Heritage Classic football game
featuring a battle of the bands.
NOTE: SCHEDULE SUBJECT
TO CHANGE WITHOUT
NOTICE

Former UofM women
basketball stars
Ariel Hearn and Brianna
Wright have signed
contracts to play in
Germany.
See details on sports page 3
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Fishing
schedule
from
thefishingwire.com
Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com.
www.amff.org
Aug. 23 - Aug. 27: Florida
Outdoor Writers Association
annual convention at Silver
Springs
in
Ocala,
Fla;
www.fowa.org.
Aug. 25 - Aug. 27: Rick and
Bubba Outdoor Expo, BJCC in
Birmingham, AL; www.rickandbubbaoutdoorexpo.com.
Sept. 15 - Sept. 16: CCA AllRelease Photo Challenge on
Tampa Bay out of Tampa Bay
Watch in Tierra Verde, entry
$100; (813) 943-8993.. .
Sept. 30 - Oct. 1: IFBBA
Tournament at Lake of the
Ozarks out of Runaway II
Resort, entry $400 per team;
www.ifbba.com.
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