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On the Record with Coach Norvell:
Analysis on SMU
Editor’s Note: Below are highlights from UofM Football
Head Coach Mike Norvell’s
press conference held on
Monday, Nov. 13.
***
Mike Norvell’s opening
statement:
“I am really pleased with our
football team and how we treated the bye week. Our guys did a
great job. We had three practices
last week and had a lot of goodon-good work together to try to
keep the speed of the game and
make sure that we are focusing
on ourselves. It was nice to be
able to get an early jump start on
SMU. We know we have a very
talented football team coming
in. You look at this SMU team,
its one that has been in a lot of
close games. They have had
great success. Coach (Chad)
Morris has them playing at a
high level. It is one of the most
explosive offenses in the country. I think they are ranked in the
top-10 in scoring. Defensively,
it’s a team that is built a lot of
the same ways that we are. They
thrive at creating takeaways and
explosive plays on that side of
the ball. They are doing it with a
lot of top quality players.
Special teams will be a big focus
for this week. Any time you
have a championship game, one
that has big implications, you
have to be good in all three phases. I’m excited about this opportunity. All season long, our sole
focus has been going 1-0 every
week. You have to do that by
being 1-0 in how you prepare
with each day of practice. Our
football team has really bought
into that. Their focus throughout
this season, throughout each
week is continuing to get better.
It is going to take our best

Coach Mike Norvell
effort this week. But knowing
we get to come home at the
Liberty Bowl and play in a
game. For us is the first time that
we have been able to mention
the word ‘championship,’
because that is there in front of
us. To be the western division
champions, that is a goal that we
set out at the beginning of the
year. If we can find a way to be
successful, that’s something that
is there for us to achieve. To be
able to play in front of your
home crowd, that is a big thing.
We need great support from
Tiger Nation. I’m looking forward to seeing all Memphians
come out and be a part of this to
make sure that the atmosphere is
what we have shown to be able
to have. I know its going to be
an exciting day.”
Getting back to playing on
Saturday…
“It has been difficult to get into a
routine this year. Even with
coming back to a Saturday, coming off a bye week, there are
slight schedule modifications
that you have. It was good for
our guys. We gave them off
Friday and Saturday of this past
weekend. We came back last
night and probably did a little

more than we do on a Sunday.
We got in pads and were able to
pop around a little bit. It was still
good for our guys to have that
experience and to be able to rest
up. I could sense a great energy
and purpose with our practice
last night. Today is their normal
off day and now we are getting
into our normal work week. Our
guys understand what is in front
of them. We haven’t really had a
routine to get used to so they
have done a nice job all season
long of preparing for the day
they have in front of them and
trying to maximize that.”
The pros and cons of the bye
week…
“That’s one of the biggest concerns from a coach, because you
see your team progressing. You
see that each week they are
building off of the experience
and so with the bye week being
so late in the season that is one
of my biggest fears. Are we staying in that rhythm? Are we continuing to progress? That is what
I challenged our football team
with last week going into it. I
thought they responded at a very
high level. We went more goodon-good work last week than
what I probably initially had
planned. But it was so important
that we kept that edge about us
and that all of the focus was on
us and our personal improvement and our group improvement on all sides of the ball. I
thought our kids really bought in
to that mentality and we had a
great week of practice.”
Staying focused during the bye
week…
“We challenge our guys every
day. We challenge our coaches
and our players, everybody has
got to be accountable. Each
opportunity you get to walk on

the practice field, what is your
purpose? What are you doing it
for? Everybody is going to practice this time of year but what is
your intent? Is the intensity
level, the focus, and the discipline showing up? If you are not
maximizing that day, there is no
way you are going to be able to
play your best when the lights
come on. Come 11 a.m.
Saturday, we have to be at our
best because we have a great
football team that is coming in.
They have been in a lot of close
games this year. This is a football team that is progressing as a
program so we have to be prepared for their best shot. We
have to give them everything
that we have at the highest
level.”
On the high stakes…
“That is something I talked to
the team about. They have made
the stakes high. We focus on
each game and we focus on each
opportunity. But when you win
each of those, you have those
experiences and that success,
then every opportunity is
greater. That trip to Tulsa last
week, was the biggest step that
we have had because you have
to go on the road in conference
and our kids went out and had a
close game but were able to finish it and do it in dominant fashion. So now it makes this one
even that much bigger, knowing
that you are playing for something late in the season. All the
goals that are up on our board
that we started back in January
are still attainable. That is a
compliment to these players.
That is a compliment to these
coaches and to everybody that is
involved with it. This opportunity, Saturday at 11 a.m. is the
greatest challenge that we have
had but it is also one of the
greatest opportunities this pro-

gram has had since I’ve been
here and our kids feel it and our
city feels it. We talk about showcase games. This is a showcase
game. If we can find a way to
have success, everybody around
this community is going to be
able to celebrate that because we
are checking off one of our
goals.”

ers, a 20% promotional code
will be active from Friday,
November 17 at 10 a.m. through
Monday, November 20 at 11:59
p.m. to all fans. Fans can use the
code “INSIDER” at checkout to
unlock the discount.
Chris Tomlin's 2018 "WNIA
Tour" follows his 2017 "WNIA
Tour" which made 24 stops in
arenas with sellouts across the
country, including Nashville,
where Tomlin made history as
the largest ticketed Christian
concert at Bridgestone Arena to
date.
This feat came amidst a massive year for Tomlin, when just
last fall, Tomlin became the first

Tigers take down Little Rock
in first win of the season
MEMPHIS, TN – Jeremiah
Martin scored a career-high 26
points to lead Memphis to its
first win of the season, 70-62,
over Little Rock Tuesday night
in the home opener at
FedExForum.
Martin took over the game
halfway through the first half,
after a sluggish start by the
Tigers. Memphis trailed 21-7 in
the first half before Martin went
on a tear to end the second half.
The junior guard scored 13
points in the final seven minutes
to help trim the lead to 32-27 at
halftime.
“Thank goodness Jeremiah
Martin stepped up, raised up, he
played superb game,” Memphis
head coach Tubby Smith said.
“Kyvon Davenport gave us
some clutch shots, Malik
Rhodes as well down the stretch
there. That’s what those guys are
supposed to do. They’re veteran
players and I’m really proud of

how we recovered. After we
responded to not playing well in
the first half. We just couldn’t
guard them, but we figured it
out.”
Down just five at halftime, the
Tigers came out in the second
half with a greater sense of
urgency. Little Rock would lead
by as many as four points early
in the second half, but no more.
Kyvon Davenport, who finished with 13 points, gave
Memphis its first lead of the
game with 5:22 left to play.
Davenport has scored in double
figures in each of the first two
games of his Tigers career.
After Davenport’s go-ahead
bucket, he came back down the
floor and knocked in a threepointer to extend the Tigers lead
out to five points. Memphis
would never relinquish that lead.
Martin finished with a careerhigh four made three-pointers
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Christian artist to receive the
SoundExchange Digital Radio
Award, recognizing more than 1
billion digital radio plays. Justin
Timberlake, Garth Brooks and
Pitbull are the only other artists
to have received this award.
Following this success, Tomlin
filled the iconic Red Rocks
Amphitheatre for back-to-back
nights this past September as the
first
ever
Contemporary
Christian Music artist to play the
historic venue two nights in a
row.
The 2018 "Worship Night In
America Tour" is exclusively
produced by Awakening Events,
presented by K-LOVE and Air1.

For more information, visit
FedExForum.com or follow
@FedExForum on Twitter and
Facebook.
Likely "the most often sung
artist anywhere" according to
TIME Magazine, Chris Tomlin
is among the most influential
artists in Christian music.
Selling over 7.5 million albums
and 10.7 million digital tracks,
Tomlin has 16 No. 1 radio singles, a GRAMMY Award, three
Billboard Music Awards, two
platinum and five gold albums
to his name. Honored last fall as
the fourth recipient of the
SoundExchange Digital Radio
Award, recognizing more than 1
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Tuning out the distractions…
“The great is that you do say the
same things. The message never
changes. If the only time you are
talking about no distractions as
at the end of the season, then
you have wasted opportunities at
the front end. We came into the
season with the highest number
of players on watch lists of any
team that we have ever had. We
were picked preseason to be the
western division champion.
Those are all distractions. You
see a lot of teams that have early
season expectations that don’t
ever live up to it. You see teams
that have midseason success,
you win a big game, you beat a
power five opponent and you get
ranked for the first time. And
then you see a lot of teams that
fade off into disappointment.
Well the message never changes
because that’s how we operate
365 days a year. I don’t care if
you have a setback in Orlando,
you respond by no distractions.
Don’t worry about what anybody on the outside is saying
about. All you control is what’s
going on in the inside. So our
message doesn’t change. Our
focus doesn’t change. The thing
that I have been pleased with is
the application to the message
has been phenomenal by our
young men and by our coaching
staff. That is not going to
change, its just the opportunity
in front of us becomes a little
bigger.”

Chris Tomlin’s ‘Worship Night in America’ set for
FedExForum April 26, 2018; Tickets now on sale
MEMPHIS, TN – Grammy
Award winner Chris Tomlin is
bringing the church together in
unity and prayer with his 2018
Worship Night In America Tour
(WNIA Tour), set to hit
FedExForum on Thursday, April
26, 2018 with special guests
Kim Walker Smith of Jesus
Culture, Matt Maher, Christine
D’Clario, Tauren Wells and Pat
Barett.
Tickets for the concert go on
sale Friday, November 17 at 10
a.m. at ticketmaster.com, all
Ticketmaster outlets, by phone
at (800) 745-3000, or at the
FedExForum Box Office. As a
special offer to early ticket-buy-

Detour to the States lane
on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway. Submit news and
photos for all 50 states to
MSTnews@prodigy.net

billion digital radio plays,
Tomlin’s latest album Never
Lose Sight along with his new
book Holy Roar 7 Words That
Will Change the Way You
Worship are available now.
Awakening Events produces
over
175
Contemporary
Christian concerts and events
nationwide in America and is
consistently ranked in Pollstar's
"Worldwide - Top 50 Promoter"
list each year, reaching as high
as 9th in North America, and top
20 in the world. For more information,
visit
AwakeningEvents.com.

2018 is nearing... to advertise in The Mid-South Tribune
Black History Month edition, email to MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

24 HOURS A DAY,
7 DAYS A WEEK,
WE ARE HERE.

The American Cancer Society can help you with everyday needs
like transportation and lodging during treatment.

We’re here to help you through every step of your cancer experience.
Visit www.cancer.org or call 1-800-227-2345 anytime, day or night.

Travel on the
Black History Lane
on The Mid-South
Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at www.
Black
Information
Highway.com
See the
22nd Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition
on the
Black History Lane

See the 2017
Juneteenth Special
Edition
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Fishing
schedule
from
thefishingwire.com
Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com.
www.amff.org

Nov. 17 - Nov. 19: Reel Animals
Outdoor Expo and Boat Show,
Florida State Fairgrounds,
Tampa; www.reelanimalsboatshow.com.

.

Watch for upcoming

F.Y.H. =
For.
Your.
Health.
special edition

E-mail sports news and
photos for all 50 states
to
MSTsports@prodigy.net
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